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In 2005, then-King Gya-
nendra Shah, after assum-
ing absolute power in a
royal-military coup, mobil-
ised Nepal Army vehicles
on the streets of Kathman-
du to enforce his rule with
an iron �st.

Two decades later, on
Friday evening, Army vehi-
cles rolled through parts of
Kathmandu again— but this
time, the government de-
ployed them to restore or-
der after a protest by sup-
porters of Mr. Gyanendra
turned violent.

The government im-
posed a curfew after clash-
es between protesters de-
manding the restoration of
the monarchy and security
forces left two people dead
and scores of others in-
jured. The curfew was lift-
ed on Saturday morning.

Friday’s protest was or-
ganised jointly by the
royalist party Rastriya Pra-
jatantra Party (RPP), which
is the �fth-largest force in
the Nepali Parliament, and
another loose group of pe-
ople advocating for the res-
toration of the monarchy,
which was abolished in
2008.

The gathering near the
international airport in
eastern Kathmandu was in-
itially announced as a
peaceful rally. However, it
turned violent when prot-
esters broke through a pol-
ice barricade and pelted
stones at security person-
nel. In response, the police
�red tear gas shells, rubber
bullets, and used water
cannons. Protesters also
vandalised private build-
ings, set a house on �re,
and attacked media
houses.

According to the police,
a video journalist died in a

�re after being trapped in a
building set alight by prot-
esters. Another person, a
protester, was killed in
clashes.

Nepal has seen a new
wave of pro-monarchist
rallies in recent months,
with supporters accusing
the country’s political par-
ties of corruption, inepti-
tude, and failure to deliver
on their promises. 

Accidental king 
Mr. Gyanendra, 77, was an
accidental King. He as-
cended to the throne after
his brother, King Birendra,
and most of their family
were killed in a royal mas-
sacre in 2001. Initially a ce-
remonial head of state with
no executive powers, in
2005, he dissolved the go-
vernment, imprisoned pol-
iticians, declared a state of
emergency, attacked the
media, and deployed the
army to run the country.

The 2006 mass move-
ments forced him to hand
over power to a democrati-
cally elected government.
Two years later, an elected
Constituent Assembly vot-
ed to abolish the monarchy
altogether.

Earlier this month, Mr.
Gyanendra received a rous-
ing welcome from royalist
forces upon his arrival in
Kathmandu from Pokhara,

a tourist town about 200
km to the west. Estimated
at between 10,000 and
15,000, the crowd was
modest enough to embol-
den pro-monarchists.

Ahead of Friday’s rally,
the pro-monarchists ap-
pointed Durga Prasai as
the rally’s “commander.”
Mr. Prasai, a “medical busi-
nessman” who rose to pro-
minence under the wings
of Prime Minister K.P. Oli
and former PM Pushpa Ka-
mal Dahal, had previously
campaigned against paying
bank loans. Recently, he
has emerged as the self-
styled saviour of the mo-
narchy. With another gath-
ering organised by republi-
can forces in another part
of Kathmandu, the admi-
nistration designated an
area near the airport for
the royalist forces. But Mr.
Prasai breached the barri-
cade and drove his vehicle
toward security personnel,
calling for protesters to fol-
low him. Chaos engulfed
the streets soon after.

Prime Minister Oli
called an emergency Cabi-
net meeting late on Friday
night to review the situa-
tion. Home Minister Ra-
mesh Lekhak announced
on Saturday that those in-
volved in looting, arson,
and inciting the crowd
would be prosecuted.

Pro-monarchy rally turns
violent in Nepal, two killed 

Pro-monarchy demonstrators throw stones and tear gas shells at

Nepal police during a protest in Kathmandu on Friday. AFP
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U.S. Secretary of Defense
Pete Hegseth praised on
Saturday the friendship
and trust that his country
and Japan have developed
while attending a memo-
rial service on Iwo Jima to
honour those who died in
battle during the Second
World War.

Japan is Mr. Hegseth’s
second stop after the Phi-
lippines on his �rst Asia
trip. His visit comes as Beij-
ing has been showing in-
creasingly assertive actions
in the disputed South Chi-

na Sea and following
threats by President Do-
nald Trump to impose
trade tari�s on the East
Asian country, a key U.S.
ally. 

Mr. Hegseth landed on

the Japanese island of Iwo
Jima, now known as Iwoto,
where Japanese and Amer-
ican soldiers faced o� in
one of the war’s �ercest
battles. He joined several
veterans who survived the
battle, as well as his Japa-
nese counterpart, Gen Na-
katani, Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba and other
o�cials at Saturday’s Reu-
nion of Honour event.

Japan, which faces
growing threats from Chi-
na, North Korea and Rus-
sia, has been accelerating
its military build-up and in-
creasingly working closely
with the U.S. military.

Hegseth joins WWII memorial
service on his �rst Japan trip
Associated Press
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At least eight soldiers and a civilian were killed in two attacks near

Pakistan's border with Afghanistan on Friday. Seven soldiers died

during a security operation against Taliban militants in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, while a bomb blast targeting a military vehicle killed

a security force member and a civilian in Balochistan. AFP

8 Pakistan soldiers, civilian killed
in attacks near Afghanistan border
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China conducted South China Sea patrols on Friday, coinciding with

U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth’s visit to Manila. Beijing

criticised Philippine-U.S. joint patrols, claiming they destabilise the

region. Meanwhile, U.S., Japan, and Philippines held naval drills

amid territorial disputes over the strategic waterway. REUTERS

Beijing conducts military patrol 
in South China Sea, warns Manila 
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A Russian drone assault on the eastern Ukrainian city of Dnipro

killed at least four people and injured 21 on Saturday, igniting fires

in residential areas and a hotel. Over 20 drones were deployed, with

most intercepted. This attack comes amid intensified aerial strikes

as global e�orts for a ceasefire continue to falter. AFP

Russian drone attack kills four,
injures 21 in Ukraine’s Dnipro
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Israel’s military admitted on Saturday it had fired on ambulances in

Gaza, claiming they were “suspicious vehicles,” killing at least one

person. Hamas condemned the act as a “war crime”. The incident

occurred last Sunday in Rafah, sparking calls for international

accountability over violations of humanitarian law. AFP

Israeli military admits to �ring on
ambulances during Rafah o�ensive
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U
.S. Vice President
J.D. Vance said on
Friday that Den-

mark has “underinvested”
in Greenland’s security
and demanded that Den-
mark change its approach
as President Donald
Trump pushes to take over
the Danish territory.

The pointed remarks
came as Mr. Vance visited
U.S. troops on Pitu�k
Space Base on the mineral-
rich, strategically critical
island alongside his wife
and other senior U.S. o�-
cials for a trip that was ulti-
mately scaled back after an
uproar among Greenlan-
ders and Danes who were

not consulted about the
original itinerary.

“Our message to Den-
mark is very simple: You
have not done a good job
by the people of Green-
land,” Mr. Vance said. “You

have underinvested in the
people of Greenland, and
you have underinvested in
the security architecture of
this incredible, beautiful
landmass �lled with in-
credible people. That has

to change.”
Mr. Vance said the U.S.

has “no option” but to take
a signi�cant position to en-
sure the security of Green-
land as he encouraged a
push in Greenland for in-
dependence from
Denmark.

“I think that they ulti-
mately will partner with
the United States,” Mr.
Vance said. “We could
make them much more se-
cure. We could do a lot
more protection. And I
think they’d fare a lot bet-
ter economically as well.”

Meanwhile, the Danish
Foreign Minister scolded
the Trump administration
for its “tone” in criticising
Denmark and Greenland,
saying his country is alrea-

dy investing more into Arc-
tic security and remains
open to more cooperation
with the U.S.

Foreign Minister Lars
Løkke Rasmussen made
the remarks in a video
posted to social media af-
ter U.S. Vice President J.D.
Vance’s visit to the strateg-
ic island.

“Many accusations and
many allegations have
been made. And of course
we are open to criticism,”
Mr. Rasmussen said. “But
let me be completely hon-
est: we do not appreciate
the tone in which it is being
delivered. This is not how
you speak to your close al-
lies. And I still consider
Denmark and the United
States to be close allies.”

Vance slams Denmark, promises
security, prosperity to Greenland 

J.D. Vance and Second Lady Usha Vance eat a meal with soldiers at

the U.S. military’s Pitu�ik Space Base in Greenland on Friday. AFP

The Vice President, who is visiting the island, says Denmark underinvested in the people of Greenland; he encouraged

a push in the territory for independence, and said the U.S. has no choice but to take a greater role to ensure its security 

Associated Press
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Protesters gathered for a
mass rally in Istanbul on
Saturday at the call of Tur-
kiye’s main Opposition
CHP over the jailing of city
mayor and top party �gure
Ekrem Imamoglu whose
arrest has sparked the
country’s biggest street de-
monstrations in over a de-
cade. 

The mass protests over
Mr. Imamoglu’s March 19
detention have prompted a
repressive government res-

ponse that has been sharp-
ly condemned by rights
groups and drawn criti-
cism. The rally in Maltepe
on the Asian side of Istan-
bul comes on the eve of the
Eid al-Fitr celebration
marking the end of Ram-
zan, which starts Sunday. 

Widely seen as the only
Turkish politician capable
of challenging President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan at
the ballot box, Mr. Imamo-
glu was elected as the
CHP’s candidate for the
2028 presidential race on
the day he was jailed. 

Protesters �ock to
mass Opposition
rally in Istanbul 
Agence France-Presse
ISTANBUL

Manav Thakkar’s magni�-
cent performance oversha-
dowed Sharath Kamal’s fa-
rewell match in the WTT
Star Contender at the Neh-
ru Indoor Stadium here on
Saturday. 

Upset
Manav, the highest-ranked
Indian in the world at 63,
pulled o� an upset victory
over Lim Jonghoon of
South Korea. The 5-11, 12-
10, 3-11, 11-6, 11-1 win against
the 43rd-ranked Lim also
ensured Manav became
the lone Indian to make it
to the semi�nals. 

The 25-year-old also
earned the distinction of
becoming the �rst Indian
to enter the semi�nals of a

Star Contender event. 
Earlier in the day, Sha-

rath played his last profes-
sional match as he failed to
get past S.F.R. Snehit, los-
ing 9-11, 8-11, 9-11 in the pre-
quarter�nals. 

Bench strength
“There’s a good bench
strength and I am pretty
sure I’m leaving it in very
safe hands,” signed o� the
42-year-old. 

Lim, who achieved a ca-
reer-best world No. 16
ranking two years ago, was
quicker and faster in the
rallies against Manav. Ho-
wever, there was a change
of fortunes for Manav in
the fourth game.

Trailing 2-6, Manav
clinched nine straight
points in a row to win the
game and surged to a 9-0
lead in the decider. He won
a total of 18 points on the

trot and then closed out
the tie to script a stunning
win. Manav was relieved

that the monkey was o� his
back. “Every time there is a
tournament in India, I am

under pressure, and I lose.
In the two previous Star
Contender events in Goa, I

lost in the �nal qualifying
round. It’s the same thing
in Senior National cham-
pionships and only once
I’ve reached the �nal in
2019,” said an excited Ma-
nav, who will take on Thi-
bault Poret. 

The 20-year-old French-
man defeated Snehit 11-4,
6-11, 11-7, 11-6 in the last-
eight clash.

Meanwhile, Japan’s To-
makazu Harimoto and Hi-
na Hayata, the top seeds in
both the men’s and wo-
men’s section, crashed
out. 

Scratchy
A scratchy Harimoto went
down to Tomislav Pucar of
Croatia while defensive
paddler Honoka Hashimo-
to of Japan upset Hina in
the round of 16.

Second seed Hugo Cal-
derano of Brazil and �fth

seed Omar Assar of Egypt
also lost in the pre-quarter-
�nals. 

Hugo lost to Lim while
Omar went down to Ko-
rea’s Oh Junsung. 

Krittwika Roy, the lone
Indian woman in the last
16, failed to get past Miyu
Nagasaki of Japan. 

The results (quarterfinals):

Men’s singles: Oh Junsung (Kor)
bt Tomislav Pucar (Cro) 12-10,
7-11, 13-11, 11-4; Thibault Poret
(Fra) bt S.F.R. Snehit 11-4, 6-11,
11-7, 11-6.

Manav Thakkar bt Lim Jonghoon
(Kor) 11-5, 10-12, 3-11, 11-6, 11-1;
Flavien Coton (Fra) bt Jonathan
Groth (Den) 11-7, 11-8, 11-8. 

Women’s singles: Shin Yubin
(Kor) bt Miyu Nagasaki (Jpn) 11-3,
12-10, 11-8; Honoka Hashimoto
(Jpn) bt Joo Cheonhui (Kor) 11-6,
11-2, 11-13, 11-6.

Kim Naeyeong (Kor) bt Adriana
Diaz (Pur) 11-3, 11-9, 12-10; Miwa
Harimoto (Jpn) bt Yuan Wan (Ger)
11-8, 3-11, 11-6, 11-4.

Manav storms into semi�nals; no fairytale ending for Sharath 
WTT STAR CONTENDER 

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Breakthrough act: Manav became the first Indian to enter the last-four stage of a Star Contender event.

R. RAVINDRAN

LaLiga: Real Sociedad 2
(Oyarzabal 23, Gomez 68) bt Real
Valladolid 1 (Latasa 90+3).
Serie A: Como 1 (Douvikas 61)
drew with Empoli 1 (Kouame 75);
Venezia 0 lost to Bologna 1
(Orsolini 49).
Bundesliga: Bayer Leverkusen 3
(Garcia 20, Boniface 60, Adli 87) bt
Bochum 1 (Passlack 26); Bayern
Munich 3 (Kane 17, Sane 53, 71)
bt St Pauli 2 (Saad 27, Ritzka
90+3); Holstein Kiel 0 lost to
Werder Bremen 3 (Duksch 25, Agu
59, Gruell 90+3); Borussia
Moenchengladbach 1 (Plea 55) bt
RB Leipzig 0; Wolfsburg 0 lost to
Heidenheim 1 (Pieringer 16-pen);
Ho�enheim 1 (Kramaric 71-pen)
drew with Augsburg 1 (Essende
46).

EURO LEAGUES

RESULTS
�

Sane scored a brace for Bayern.
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